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Creative methodologies of knowledge co-production and stakeholder engagement provide rich 

insights into how marginalised individuals and groups cope with various types of crises and build 

resilience. My recent research projects document grassroots forms of resilience building, covering a 

broad range of topics such as disaster recovery, food poverty, market place exclusion, health 

inequalities and vulnerable workers in conflict affected areas.  Working in partnership with the New 

Vic Theatre from Staffordshire UK, I developed an arts-based methodology of knowledge co-

production and community engagement entitled ‘Cultural Animation’ (Kelemen, Surman and 

Dikomits, 2018) which has been used in the UK, Japan, Kenya, Greece, the Philippines and Canada. 

This creative and participatory methodology encourages and values a multitude of ‘ways of knowing’ 

and expression, and creates a trusting environment in which hierarchies are dissolved and 

marginalised voices can be heard.   Prior to the pandemic, the methodology was embodied and the 

digital played only a secondary role, typically in communicating the research findings (as can be seen 

in the co-design of a virtual community game about health and the co-creation of electroacoustic 

musical documentaries about food poverty in the UK). The COVID pandemic represented a challenge 

for conducting embodied participatory research as well as an opportunity to find new ways to 

connect with participants at a distance, in the same spirit of mutual respect and inclusivity.  As part 

of a Global Challenge Research Fund Project entitled: ‘I am my dignity’: Women’s rights in fragile 

contexts (https://mcatnottingham.org/), we created a Cultural Animation digital app and training 

package that gives developmental actors, including businesses, based in Mindanao, Philippines, the 

opportunity to engage with and give voice and agency to vulnerable women from this area.  This on-

line platform ensured the scaling up of Cultural Animation by providing effective digital tools for 

fringe stakeholder engagement and for the co-production of knowledge with some of the most 

marginalised individuals in the world, which can be adapted and adopted more widely by both 

researchers and community ‘engagers’. 

https://mcatnottingham.org/

