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1. Editorial focus

The Proceedings of THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ECONOMICS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES is the official
publication of the International Conference of the Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Romania.

The International Conferences on Economics and Social Sciences (ICESS) organized by Bucharest
University of Economic Studies provide an opportunity for all those interested in Economics and Social
Sciences to discuss and exchange research ideas.

The articles we publish are those that contribute to the theoretical development of the field, challenging
the conventional wisdom in business excellence, or those that present empirical or design based research
results in business. Also, we welcome papers that present literature reviews, and papers that bring fresh
perspectives on old topics.

The series (ISSN 2704-6524) is aimed at publishing a selection of the peer-reviewed articles presented at
the International Conference on Economics and Social Sciences (ICESS), organized yearly by the Bucharest
University of Economic Studies, Romania. Each volume is associated with a particular edition of the
conference.

Scope of the Conference

The conference primarily focuses on empirical and theoretical work in the fields of economics, business,
finance, and management. Given the research diversity of the 12 faculties of the Bucharest University of
Economic Studies, it encompasses a broad spectrum of topics within these areas, encouraging
interdisciplinary research and innovative approaches.

Statement of Purpose:

e Fostering Academic Exchange: ICESS aims to serve as a dynamic forum for the exchange of ideas,
research findings, and methodologies in economics and social sciences.

e Encouraging Innovative Research: By bringing together diverse perspectives, the conference
seeks to stimulate innovative research and thought leadership in its core areas.

e Building Professional Networks: It provides an invaluable opportunity for participants to network,
collaborate, and form partnerships with international peers and experts.

e Promoting Academic Growth: Through its publication series, ICESS aims to contribute to the
academic growth of participants by offering a prestigious platform for their research to be
recognized and cited.
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2. Open access and publication fees
The ICESS publication is an open access publication.

Publication fees are as following:
Academics 100 euro
Practitioners 125 euro

Ph.D. Students 75 euro

The Creative Commons license is displayed on each page of the conference.

3. Publication timeline

The editors of the proceedings accept manuscript submissions all year round.

Authors should be aware that, most of the times, a single manuscript passes through two peer-review
processes separated by a period necessary for improving the content, which can translate into 4-6
weeks before obtaining a final answer.

4. Overview of the review process

The peer review process starts once you have submitted your paper to a journal. After submission, your
paper will be sent for assessment by independent experts in your field. The reviewers are asked to judge
the validity, significance, and originality of your work.

Peer review is an integral part of scientific publishing that confirms the validity of the manuscript. Peer
reviewers are experts who volunteer their time to help improve the manuscripts they review.

The review is single blind, meaning that the reviewers know the names of the authors, but the authors
do not know who reviewed their manuscript unless the reviewer chooses to sign their report.

Grounds for immediate dismissal of an article are:

Improper use of the English language (grammar, syntax, vocabulary).

The subject matter is not within the focus of the proceedings.

The manuscript does not present a balanced approach of the subject matter.

The manuscript does not have the required word length or the required number of references, if
that is the case.

5. The manuscript is not creative or stimulating enough for the readership of the ICESS.
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The other types of manuscripts (conceptual papers, research articles and literature reviews) go through
the single-blind peer-review process described below.

The article is uploaded on the online platform of the proceedings. Each submission is acknowledged by
one of the members of the editorial team and then the pre-selection begins. At this stage, the members
of the editorial team choose to either reject the article directly or to send it to the reviewers for a



thorough review. The grounds for immediate dismissal (desk rejection) of a manuscript are the
following:

0. Plagiarism

1. The standard of English is not considered to be good enough for publication in ICESS. If English is
not the first language of the authors they should make sure the paper is proofread by a
professional or a native speaker.

2. The length of the article is not inside the interval provided above. We accept articles that have
a lower or higher word count if they bring an actual contribution to the field (same rule applies
to number of authors).

3. The abstract is not written in accordance with the rules explicitly stated on the proceedings’
website

4. The data presented in the article are outdated (either the bibliography is not up-to-date or the
research materials are too old).

5. There are not enough references, or the references are too local, too old or too focused on a
certain perspective and do not present a balanced, current view of the state of research.

Also, if there are clear suspicions of fraud, the article will be rejected without the possibility of being
resubmitted. By fraud we understand that portions or the whole text has been published elsewhere, that
there are instances of plagiarism or that the data is suspected to have been faked.

Each author receives notice of the final decision made by the editorial team which can be of two kinds:
a) decision to include the article in the review process or b) decision to reject the article followed by
the list of reasons that have led to that decision. Authors whose articles have been rejected for reasons
other than fraud can choose to resubmit their work for a second and third time. If after the third try the
article is still not considered a good fit for the ICESS, then the author is prohibited from resubmitting the
work again.

If the article passes this pre-selection then it is sent for peer-review to two or three professionals with
experience in the field. This stage lasts between four to six weeks depending on the complexity of the
article and the availability of experts in the field. The final decision of the peer-review process can be
of four kinds:

* Rejected - This decision signals that there are major concerns over the quality of the scientific
materials presented in the paper and that the reviewers consider there is no chance in improving
the article in such a way as to become a suitable candidate for publication in Proceedings.
Examples of problems that can lead to this type of decision: serious methodological issues, lack
of clear contributions to the advancement of the field, lack of ability to interpret the research
results in a scientifically fruitful way etc. This decision is accompanied by a list of reasons which
have led to the rejection of the article submitted by each reviewer.

* Accepted with major changes - Most of the articles submitted to the conference fall in this
category. These are articles which show promise, but they need further elaborate work. Thus,
each reviewer sends his or her recommendations and the authors are encouraged to rewrite their
articles.

* Accepted with no changes and Accepted with minor changes - This decisions signal that the
article in its present form, with minor modifications is suitable for publication. The authors
received the decision followed by the suggestions of the peer reviewers and their submission,
after alterations, will step on to the next stage.

Formatting - Before publication, all articles undergo a formatting stage in which their format is made
compatible to the requirements of the ICESS. All authors are asked to comply with the requirements



before submitting their articles, but all accepted articles still require minor alterations in format and
style. Once the editorial team agrees on the final version, a final copy of the article will be sent to the
authors for approval and then will be sent to print.

Publication - After formatting, all articles set to be included in the following issue will appear online
according to the publication schedule.

5. Indexing and abstracting

The presented papers will be published in a Conference Proceedings Volume with ISSN. Proceedings
of the International Conference on Economics and Social Sciences will be submitted to various indexing
services, including:

Baidu Scholar, CNKI Scholar (China National Knowledge Infrastructure), CNPIEC - cnpLINKer, Dimensions
DOAJ (Directory of Open Access Journals), EBSCO Discovery Service, EconBiz, Google Scholar, J-Gate
JournalTOCs, KESLI-NDSL (Korean National Discovery for Science Leaders), MyScienceWork, Naver
Academic, Naviga (Softweco), Primo Central (ExLibris), ProQuest (relevant databases), Publons, QOAM
(Quality Open Access Market), ReadCube, Research Papers in Economics (RePEc), Semantic Scholar,
Summon (ProQuest), TDNet, WanFang Data, Web of Science - Conference Proceedings Citation Index,
WorldCat (OCLC).

6. Formatting your manuscript
See Authors’ template on the website

7. Submitting your paper
Authors should submit their manuscript in an MSWord format, adapted for the Windows operating
system and DOC or RTF file to the Editor via the Editorial Manager online platform.

Do not submit a paper which has been published previously or is simultaneously being submitted
elsewhere.
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